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Last week, the Cowboy and Buccaneer groups were able to 
take a fi eld trip to the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, located 
in Southwest Florida, north of Naples. This sanctuary was 
established to protect one of the largest remaining stands of 
bald cypress and pond cypress in North America from exten-
sive logging. The following are some of the articles they wrote 
about their trip.

At the sanctuary we will see an ancient cypress stand. The 
sanctuary is also called the “living machine.” Cypress tress, big 
and small tower high above our heads, all around is a vast variety of 
wildlife and all is peaceful. When all other wildlife is destroyed, some 
places like the Corkscrew Sanctuary preserve and protect what little 
remains. We need to be quiet and respect nature and leave it the 
way we found it. We saw some wood storks, a heron, a raccoon, 
baby gators, and massive cypress tress.  
Jake, Buccaneer

The trees made me feel as if I never would leave. Then we came 
upon a raccoon, a wild scavenger. It looked as if he was 
searching for food in the water. After observing this magnifi cent 
beast we continued on our journey. Then we spotted a  beautiful 
botten woodpecker, he looked amazingly quick. After a while we 
came upon a small group of baby gators, they looked as if they were 
merely a week or two old,. We couldn’t fi nd their mama. It was such 
a thrill to see them just sitting on a branch in the water.  
Hunter, Buccaneer

Hey, look there’s a raccoon washing 
it’s hands! Did you know that they have 
very sensitive hands? Raccoons are one 
of the smartest animals in the world. 
Wow, do you see that? There are fi ve 
baby alligators laying on a log! I wonder 
where the mama is? They’re so cute, but 
these little alligators can bite your fi ngers 
off!  
Logan, Cowboy

We went to Corkscrew Sanctuary. While 
we were there we were walking down 
the board walk and we all saw a ton of 
trees like the wax myrtle, laurel oak, live 
oak, maple and most of all the 10 
cypress. They were the biggest trees 
I’ve every seen in my whole entire life. 
Then we saw fi ve baby alligators, they 
were black with yellow stripes.  
Jennings, Cowboy
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